Hyperthermic antiblastic perfusion in the treatment of stage IIIA-IIIAB melanoma patients. Comparison of two experiences.
Many reports have been published concerning the efficacy of hyperthermic antiblastic perfusion (HAP) for the treatment of recurrent limb melanoma. In terms of tumour response, loco-regional control and survival, the results vary greatly even in patients with the same disease stage treated with the same technique. The aim of the present report was therefore to compare the experiences of two institutes, the Regina Elena National Cancer Institute of Rome and the National Tumour Institute of Milan, in treating a total of 327 patients with stage IIIA and IIIAB melanoma with HAP. The study also examined whether, and to what extent some prognostic factors influence the course of the disease. The tumour temperature proved to be the most important parameter for obtaining a complete tumour response which, in turn, positively affected survival. A direct relationship was found between the rates of complete tumour response and the clinical status of the patients. The complete response rates obtained in patients with no evidence of disease were 62.5% at the Rome institute and 70.1% at the Milan institute as opposed to 23.6% and 39%, respectively, in patients who died of the disease.